MA Collaborative Performance

A new vision for the University of the Arts London

The MA Collaborative Performance course is a radical new course development within UAL. The course will be based at Central Saint Martins College, but will have negotiated access to a range of the University’s facilities and resources (across colleges and subject disciplines) thereby making this the first truly cross-university course. Course planning has been informed by high-level consultation with influential practitioners and providers who have encouraged the university to find ways of promoting fresh and dynamic thinking for their industries.  The new programme will therefore provide time and space to generate new approaches to performance at the leading edge of current professional practice. 

The proposal is to bring together a group of students from across the world over four terms, to conceive, devise, plan and deliver a ‘performance event’ under the guidance of an inspirational, high profile practitioner. Potential applicants will be artists with some professional experience who are seeking to extend their personal practice in collaboration with their peers.  Some candidates may be referred to the course by arts councils or industry employers as part of professional development plans; others may be on overseas cultural exchange programmes, privately funded, or in receipt of a study bursary. 

Selection for the MA will be made at a residential weekend course that will itself carry academic credit.  The selection process will be designed to facilitate the identification of a cohort with the ability to work together and possessing a suitable combination of skills and abilities.  

Inspired by a master practitioner and guided by an advisory group comprising leading industry representatives and university staff, the students will take responsibility for all aspects of the course - devising the project, allocating roles, identifying needs, constructing a business plan, managing the budget, negotiating access to facilities, identifying and marketing external venues for the performance, and recording the experience.

The course will work towards a final project (an event, performance, show or intervention) the nature of which will be left open - subject only to resources and practicability.  There will be encouragement to interpret what might constitute ‘collaborative performance’ as widely and creatively as possible - allowing the proposal to emerge from and be determined by the individual skills and the collective thinking of the student cohort. The success of the project will depend crucially upon the quality of the collaborative process throughout the course.

As the potential of ‘collaborative performance’ is explored, current practice will be questioned and extended in new directions – with implications for both the profession and the disciplines of UAL.  The new MA programme will represent a unique opportunity for the university to build its position within the performance sector and to engage at the highest level of international activity.  At the same time students will have the challenge of being part of a radical new approach to the making of performance, as the collaborative process is tested and redefined.

The venture provides outstanding opportunities for engagement, sponsorship and collaboration with the professions, investors and practitioners.  The resulting interest and publicity generated by the radical, innovative nature of the academic programme and the quality of the public performance, in a prominent venue or location, will raise the profile of the University of the Arts and support its aim to be an international centre of excellence across the arts. 

